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Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 (NRSV) 
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every 
town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no 
purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, 
“Peace to this house!” And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that 
person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever 
they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to 
house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure 
the sick who are there, and say to them, “The kingdom of God has come near to you.”  
 
But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and 
say, “Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet 
know this: the kingdom of God has come near.” 
 
 ‘Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects 
me rejects the one who sent me.’ 
 
 The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!’ He 
said to them, ‘I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have given you 
authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing 
will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that 
your names are written in heaven.’ 
 
The stories of God for the people of God… 
 
The church I grew up in had a lot of handbell choirs. Every summer the top two high school 
choirs went on a tour. For most of the tour we relied on the hospitality of the churches where 
we gave our concerts. We would arrive and rehearse and they would feed us dinner. After the 
concert we would be brought to the homes of host families, fed a snack, given a place to sleep, 
then breakfast and brought back to the church in order for us to journey to our next 
destination. 
 
My junior year was my third year on the tour and my roommate was on her first. I had 
assured her that one of the best parts of the whole thing was getting to go home with these 
great folks that came to see our concerts and eating the homemade goodies they made 
especially for us.  
 
After our first concert we were introduced to our host for the evening and dutifully put our 
luggage in the trunk and climbed into the back of his car. Usually this is a chatty time with 
folks generally happy to be hosting us for the evening – that was not the vibe being given out 
by this guy. 
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After driving in dark silence for a little bit, and noticing my friend’s increasing anxiety, I 
decided to try and break the ice and I asked, “So… did you enjoy the concert?” 
 
Long silence… and finally, “I didn’t go. There weren’t enough people to host so my wife said 
we had to do it.” 
 
Awesome. 
 
Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves.  
 
In chapter 9, Jesus commissions the 12, and lest we think ministry is the job of only the few – 
or only the professionals – one chapter later he sends the 70, which is just another way of 
saying Jesus sends everybody – all y’all – into this job. 
 
The writer of Luke is also the writer of Acts and there is a distinct theme of hospitality to ‘the 
other’ in both. We don’t know where Jesus sent all of these people, but they hit at least 35 
separate towns and communities. Not everyone they met was from the same tradition. And 
yet, Jesus instructs them from the start to totally rely on these strangers they are about to 
meet. They are to offer greetings, eat whatever is set before them, and not seek out a house 
with a better offer. 
 
I am guessing I am not the only parent who heard the phrase ‘eat what is set before you’ and 
wished Jesus was around to make this proclamation in their own house. 
 
But in this context, it is even bigger than expanding one’s horizons beyond chicken nuggets, 
grilled cheese or hot dog. The message from this text is that the Good News of the Gospel is 
for all – not just for those who already get where the disciples are coming from, but for those 
who have no idea where they came from. Eat what is set before you – disregard law. Rely on 
love. 
 
Jesus teaches them to reach out from a position of equality, rather than authority, as they seek 
to carry out his ministry and message.  
 
It makes so much more sense doesn’t it? How many of us have heard a street preacher on a 
corner with a bullhorn and thought, “Well, whatever that person is yelling at me about – I’m 
in. I’m sure he’s right.”  
 
On the other hand, how many of us when we have shifted our thoughts or understandings on 
a topic have come to those shifts through deeper conversations, prayer and study with people 
who care about us and know that we care about them.  
 
Jesus does not want his disciples to operate from a place of authority. Rather he teaches them 
to work from a position of equality. 
 
What does this look like for us? Well locally it looks like what a member of this congregation 
shared about her work with New Hope Ministries, to paraphrase: “The thing I really love 
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about volunteering at New Hope is that when the client's name is on the list, they get love 
and care...and food. I don't have to question anything and it's not my job to sort them. Here is 
a person. Love them.” 
 
In 2006 a man named Blake Mycoskiei was traveling through Argentina and witnessed the 
hardships of the children there living in extreme poverty and health conditions. He visited 
with the families and met with them and walked with them and realized that out of all of the 
needs of these young children, many could be helped with a simple pair of shoes. 
 
Shoes help prevent injury and diseases that can come from open wounds on the feet. Shoes 
are often required in order to attend the schools and when school uniforms are provided, 
including the shoes, there is an increase in school attendance of 62%.  
 
What’s fascinating about Blake’s story is that he was an entrepreneur before his trip to 
Argentina. He could have responded to the poverty he saw by opening a sweatshop for the 
children to make shoes. He could have donated money or sent down a shipment or two of 
shoes. But instead he took the time to know the people, to learn what they really needed and 
he set up a business plan called One for One, where every shoe purchase a person makes is 
matched by a pair of shoes donated to the program. He works with partners on the ground in 
the countries where the shoe donations are sent so that they get to the people who need 
them. 
 
You may have heard of his company – Toms – which continues to fulfill the business plan of 
One for One. Blake did not respond from a place of authority, but rather from a position of 
equality. 
 
In honor of 4th of July weekend, here’s another one:  
It was a bitter cold evening in northern Virginia many years ago. The old man's beard was 
glazed by winter's frost while he waited for a ride across the river. The wait seemed endless. 
His body became numb and stiff from the frigid north wind. 
 
He heard the faint, steady rhythm of approaching hooves galloping along the frozen path. 
Anxiously, he watched as several horsemen rounded the bend. He let the first one pass by 
without an effort to get his attention. Then another passed by, and another. Finally, the last 
rider neared the spot where the old man sat like a snow statue. As this one drew near, the old 
man caught the rider's eye and said, "Sir, would you mind giving an old man a ride to the 
other side? There doesn't appear to be a passageway by foot." 
 
Reining his horse, the rider replied, "Certainly." Seeing the old man was unable to lift his half-
frozen body from the ground, the horseman dismounted and helped the old man onto the 
horse. The horseman took the old man not just across the river, but to his destination, which 
was just a few miles away. 
 
As they neared the tiny but cozy cottage, the horseman's curiosity caused him to inquire, "Sir, 
I notice that you let several other riders pass by without making an effort to secure a ride. 
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Then I came up and you immediately asked me for a ride. I'm curious why, on such a bitter 
winter night, you would wait and ask the last rider. What if I had refused and left you there?" 
 
The old man lowered himself slowly down from the horse, looked the rider straight in the 
eyes, and replied, “I looked into the eyes of the other riders and immediately saw there was no 
concern for my situation. It would have been useless even to ask them for a ride. But when I 
looked into your eyes, kindness and compassion were evident. I knew, then and there, that 
your gentle spirit would welcome the opportunity to give me assistance in my time of need." 
 
Those heartwarming comments touched the horseman deeply. "I'm most grateful for what 
you have said," he told the old man. "May I never get too busy in my own affairs that I fail to 
respond to the needs of others with kindness and compassion." 
 
With that, Thomas Jefferson turned his horse around and made his way back to the White 
House. 
 
Jesus is the authority. 
God’s calls us all to carry out his ministry and message from a position of equality; whether 
we’re the President of the United States, 
 The founder of a sneaker company, 
  A Volunteer at New Hope Ministry. 
 
Or Members of MPC – all y’all. 
 
 
In the name of the Creator, and the Christ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 
i http://www.toms.com/ 


